The

Porsche

A guide to Porsche Models
from 1948




Thi anfcescos, 5

Ferdinand Porsche l=ft his mark on automobils
racing for the entire 201th Conbury,

In 14904, at the ape of 25, he built his first car: on
glecide racer called the Lohmar-Pamsche,

in the 19205, as managing director for Ausimms
rI‘-'ilhaulr'nha-r. ha devalpped & hest of racing cars for that

.

In the 18308, he designed what was to become his
meEl popular carn the Volkswagan.

In 1830, using W chassis and modified engines,
ha suslam-built thres slaak, sil'lglll!-EEE‘lE'r raters: e
progenitors of the car whose history we're zhaout
ta anlald,

T84E PRCTOTYPE

The 36E.
Tha Typa 3586 prodotype. caomplatad in May, 1948,
had many features of the 1232 racer, its =tesdng and
braking systems, transmission, suspensiaon and &n-
ging ware, with slight medifizations, 100%  Wolks-
wigan. Bul thesa madifications {Hks dual carbs ond
spacia! cylinders) plus garodynamiz lines asiabiished h
whal Ine Porsche was 1o bat g car beilt Tor apaad,
The prololypa also had tha sort of innoyvaliva en-
gineering hat was o distinguizh all Forzches. Lika
an engine localed in Mant of the r@ar asla —a posi-
ticn that would net accur again in a groduclicn-fina
Parsche until 1970, But we'll get to that laler.
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The firsl produclion bagan during late Augusi,
1848, In tha Caorinthian village of Gmdnd, in the sauth
of Austria. Albogelher, thers were fitty 18459 models
produced —gach wilh the ergine reposiioned ba-
hing 1he rear agba,

Their aluminum bodies were handeratied an wood-
el farm=, and weare, of coursa, more fnishad than the
profotype, with the addition of chrome idim and
hubcaps.

1980 wag 1he frst true produclian vear for Parsche,
thedr plant now locatad in Slutlgart, The "50 modals
had stesl bodies and incorporated Vi's hydraulic
rakaz, insiead af mechanical ones. For the first tima,
a gpecial Porsche engine was bullt, balng Idantical
to e VW's except for lower displacemant (1086 ce
¥ 1131 cc) and the medifications mentioned earlier.

The 356 convardible was Introduced In 1952, @nd
in Octieber of that yaar got the first 15005 (Super)
engine, whlch devaloped 70 hp, This aglicn. which
becama avallale on tha coupe in 1253, alsp coma
with a Bealed-Up Suspansion.

Aled introduced in 1932 was Porsche's patanbad
gynchre-lack ransmission, a major step farward in
&hifting sasze,

In Mowember, 1852, tha 385 got & face 1L Mew
bumpers, which wera mognied to bumpsr brackels,
instoad of the bady. And a new one-pigce windsliald,

Tha Talfgwing vear saw e intmoduction of 1thm
Epeadstar. a sparlan, pe-nonsense sparts car made
ariginally for the California rallye sof. s populadty
quickly spread, for reasons anly an afictonado coulg
undarsdand

The Specdsier hod none of the amanities of the
comeartible (like & pafdad 1op oF roll-up side win-
dows), But sitting in its soaals (which were more busk-
wlad than In any Poroche bafame or ginge| yow got the
taaling wou ware going 110 mph. even when the
neadle painled to 0. Talk with a Speedstor owner,
and wou'll find someonn whe scorms fuxuery — and
loves perfarmance ghave &ll.

The 3564,

In Qelaber, 1955, Parsche intreduced tha A" as a
18938 model, for the st time following the Dreiralt
mzdel year syndroma,

In zll, the 2564 was o beHer-handling car tham
oarlier Porsches, Thie front axla and skeerng syatem
weore naw, The whesls wera changed from 16 1o 15
inches, and ware sioftad lor Datlar Brake [!l:ll!lll'll;. A
TEID zorips anging raplaced he 1500 versions, up-
ping fha qutpul by 5 hp.

Yiogu could 18l he “A™ was new from the frant by
ila curved windshield and new horn grill. And fram
the back by its new back-up lights.

Ingida — truly plush, The dashbosrd was more
padded and haowsed an odomater, g odomabar,
tachommer and = finally — 8 gos gauge. Olkher nice-
ligg incleded a dedrostar, windahield weasher @nd
tigareite Fighter

In 1888, the Speedsler was replaced by tha Con-
ventibla [, tha latler signrifving its badymaker, Drauz,
Mora like the 3584 converible than the Spesdates,
it Includad rall-up side windows and interier pagding
It wiam primarily an interim model. suporseded in 1958
by a raw Foadsber,

1952 5% COUFE

The 3SEE.

1980 was the year of the new look, The "B mod-
eds’ hood sloped morn gracelully, The headiights
were raised and angled 1o blend with the contour of
the fendars, Tne bumpars warme &lso raised —and
strangitaned.

Ineida, the dashbodnd was more padded aklong Lhe
fop, and evea e Gollom of the dash {(far the first
fime} was padded. The haadighl dimmer was reposi-
tionad frarn lhe floer to the lurn sigral lever, the horm
ring was dropped, and the rear window was anlarged,

You can identfy 1982 "B" mpedels by thelr squarad-
off front hood (which made londing aasler). fresh air
inlet an 1the center af 1ha windshiald apron, and an
cxtprnal gas fitlgr an 1ha righl frgnt Tendar. The an-
gine lid was akse anlargad, and sparted Iwin grills, a
fagiura which had praviously Been ragaryed for Car-
Farp OWhnars,
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The A56C,

Tha 3580, introduced in July, 1963 a5 a ‘B4 medal,
wis equipped with d-wheel dige brakes, which hod
moen used almost exclusively an ragers up (e 106N,
Itz raas window had olse been fudber enlanged, and
A levar replaced tha rofary heat comlrel kned of
pravicus madels,

Thie las1 mamber of the 356 lineage conlinued to
o produced untll Apnl, 1965, when it was replaced
by the BOD saries POrecnes,

The 900 zorips.

At tha 1963 Frankfurt Auic Show, Parsche pea-
vigwad an al-ngw model, the 501, Longer, narrower
and sleakar than any 356 had near been, Same view-
erz gallad it ihe mos! beautiful car ever built,

Gore wera such westiges as ihe “rubber bail™
Maor-maunted windahiald washes and the fual cock
lever. The inside was claan, modarn — nd, Mo than
madarn, it had the laok of omorraw.

This vohicle was ta b tested, raced and gabugged
unill Septamber, 1864, when its irsl produstion mn
began. It was aise b2 be renamed the 811, since every
thrae=digit number with & 2ara in the middle had bean
pre-amplad by a4 Franch auky maker,

et 11 SOUPE

The 811 was tha firs] 5-cylindar producticn car 1o
begr tha Porsche pameplale, & S-cylindes model was
mainizined in Ltha lorm ol the 312, bot ds 50 hp an-
gine was awershadowed by the 811's 130-harsa plant.
The 812 was discontinued afler the 1969 model run.

Targa. an all-new body style, debuled in 1867, In
a very renl sense, il filled the niche carlier socupied
by the Speadsters and Roadsiors. [ had a buili-in
rall bar, naaily coverad by a wida chrome band, It
algo had an opflonal removabla rmear window that,
combined with 8 removable tep. gave the Targa faur
opensologed varipliong,

EI‘.‘Qi."II"Iir'Iﬂ with |he 1958 mgdsl waar, an oplanzl
Sparfomalic fransmession bagame available on tha
911 series. Allhough not an aulomatic in the Ameri-
can sonse (it eliminatsd he clutch gedal, bul raquinad
same shilting far oplimum perfermanca), his oplian
was & deparure far Porsche. Wauld the public ac-
cept an auipmatic — even a parial one — an & spats
car? Mot faking any chanoes, the faciary enlered &
Spastomatic model in the greeling 84-haur Nirburg-
fimg compatitlon, hoping it would place, |f sxceaded
thieir hopes By winning tha overali classiication, And
alaa won ilz fight 1o be part o any Parsche,
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